
A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

Fo
re

st
la

nd
So

uth
ern

 O
hio

         

                          www.ohiosofa.org                                     AUG 2018  

Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   Fern Beathard , Secretary

     740-835-6491                                      (740)634-2799               
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                       overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com

              
Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, , Co Chair

740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645
jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Tim Shoemaker, Editor
 740-851-9127

  tshoe140@horizonview.net
                                                             

SOFA meeting minutes July 21, 2018

Hello all.
   After a twisty, windy drive to the King woods we finally had arrived.  The approach to 
the cabin was almost magical in its natural beauty. Tree islands surrounded by rock walls
and grass paths, then huge beds of hostas and coneflowers led up to the cabin.  We 
climbed the steps to the front porch passing a lovely little fountain with water plants.      
The "porch sitting" opportunities came to mind as I looked at the comfy rockers. We 
entered the log cabin and immediately were engulfed in the warmth and coziness.           
Shirley's exquisite artwork adorns the walls and invites a closer look. A tour through the 
house led us past lovely antique furniture and wall art murals. Then we walked out to the
new sitting room porch and deck and into a lovely courtyard. Our grandson, Evan, 
explored the beautiful trails that led to the creek and back to the cabin.
   Then we all gathered in the courtyard for a brief meeting. Dana called our meeting to 
order at noon.  He reported that we can vote online for Tree Farmer of the year. The 
Clum family has been nominated.  This could bring the award back to Ohio.
   He invited everyone to the planning meeting next month to be held at the Golden 
Corral at 11 am on Bridge Street in Chillicothe, Thursday, August 9.
   Dana requested that we have a moment of silence to remember Kate's husband Tom 
and PJ Gordy who both recently passed away.  They will be missed by us all. SOFA has 
donated 15 trees to be planted in Chippewa National Forest in honor of each of them.
   Our meeting last month with auction raised enough money for approximately 1 ½ 
camperships to Camp Canopy next year. It was suggested we hold a similar auction each
year for this purpose.
   Our photo contest is coming up soon so everyone get snapping those great wildlife 
photos.  Set up your trail cams if you haven't already!
   A note: the bobcat trapping season for Ohio did not pass.
 
                                                                                                                                Cont'd..........
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A Day in the Woods Tentative Program Schedule for 2018

February 5, 2018 
by David Apsley 

August 10th – Introduction to Woodland Stewardship Opportunities. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. 
Registration fee $12. This program will focus on techniques and resources available to enhance your woodland resources.
September 14th – Timber Harvesting. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Zaleski State Forest– Zaleski CCC Camp. Registration fee $12. 
Visit an active or recently closed timber sale. Learn how to make sure that your timber harvest is compatible with the goals 
that you have for your woodland.
October 12th – Fall Treasures in Your Woodland. Fungi, Lichens and more… 9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State 
Forest. Registration fee $12. Explore the forest in search of fungi, lichens and other organisms that are present in the fall. 
Learn about the ecology and function of these often overlooked organisms.
November 9th – Understanding Woodland Wildlife Habitat & Critters that Rely on it. 
9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about the various woodland wildlife habitats that 
can be found in Appalachian Ohio. Discover techniques that you can use to monitor the habitat in your woods.
A SATURDAY in the WOODS – Family Event. Date to be Determined. Noon to 9:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. 
Registration fee to be determined. We have not worked out the details yet, but we are planning to offer a Saturday event kids 
from 1 to 100. This event will provide multiple opportunities to explore the forest and its inhabitants. We hope to end the 
day with a night program focusing on night skies and nocturnal animals.

Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

August 9th..........................Annual Planning Meeting
September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)

October 11th.......................Forestry to Family Room
November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest
December 13th...............Annual Meeting and Dinner

    John King then answered questions regarding the historical aspects of his cabin and the beautiful
local wood species used on the floors throughout the cabin.  We passed around a brochure the 
Kings made of their adventures restoring their lovely cabin.
   Then....time to eat!  A wonderful buffett was provided by the Kings and all our members.  The 
weather cooperated and we had plenty of time to eat and chat.
   It seemed almost sad to leave this magnificent setting.  Many thanks to the Kings for hosting this
month and allowing us to tour their home.
                                                                 Happy trails, Fern
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Athens
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR Forester
Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

“A house you can rebuild; a bridge you can restring; a washed-out road you can fill in. But there is nothing you can
do about a tree but mourn.” 

“Lying on a soft bed of moss viewing the cobalt blue sky painted with thick impastoed layers of clouds framed
sumptuously with swaying trees and dancing leaves is the best way to view nature’s museum.” 

“I feel a great regard for trees; they represent age and beauty and the miracles of life and growth.” 
“A tree is no more valuable than a seed. Both are simply at a different stage in their development.”
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Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) Eradication Program in Ohio Scores a "Win" 
Category

Bug Bytes 
Authors

Joe Boggs 
Published on

March 16, 2018
Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) (Anoplophora glabripennis) is potentially the most devastating non-native pest to 

have ever arrived in North America. The beetle kills trees belonging to 12 genera in 9 plant families. This includes all native 
maples, a preferred host. Successful eradication is essential to avoiding a catastrophic loss of trees on a scale never before 
seen in the U.S.

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) in collaboration with the USDA, Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) announced yesterday that Batavia and Stonelick Townships in Clermont County, Ohio, are now free from 
Asian longhorned beetle (ALB). It's a significant "win" for the earnest professionals dedicated to protecting us from this 
pernicious pest. It's also the first ALB infestation to be eradicated in Ohio.

The eradication announcement was made by ODA Director David Daniels during a small ceremony in Batavia. The 
event was commemorated with the planting of a Yellowwood (Cladrastis kentukea); a native species that's not on the ALB 
menu.

Jeffery and Jill Connor were recognized through a proclamation and certificate of appreciation by the ODA and the 
USDA APHIS for their significant role in the success of the eradication effort.

The Connors acquired wood from a dying maple taken down in Bethel (Tate Township) located about 12 miles from 
their property. This was before ALB was discovered in that village in 2011. At the time, no one knew ALB had found its way 
into Ohio so there was no reason to suspect the wood harbored the beetle.

Thus far, every ALB infestation in North America originated directly from Asia and so-called satellite infestations 
have occurred when infested material has been unwittingly moved before the original infestation is discovered. ALB has been
eradicated elsewhere and I believe it will be eradicated in Ohio. However, eradication takes time. It's a slow, methodical 
process because the cost of failure is so high. This is why we stress the value of early detection. Finding the beetle early 
means that less time (and money) are required for eradication. 

 In 2012, Jeffery found a broken branch from one of his live and apparently healthy maples laying near their firewood pile. 
Unusually heavy branch breakage on a live maple is a symptom of ALB because the larvae tunnel through the xylem 
weakening the structural integrity of the wood. Upon a close examination, he found another ALB symptom: perfectly round 
adult emergence holes. A #2 pencil may be inserted deep into the exit holes indicating they extend into the xylem.

I have long used the Connor's sharp detective work and quick actions as a "case study" in my ALB teaching 
presentations to demonstrate exactly what people should do to help us win the beetle battle. Through no fault of their own, 
they were caught-up in the ALB saga; however, they stepped-up to play a pivotal role in helping us avoid a catastrophic 
outcome. We owe them our gratitude. 

  Final Note

In my opinion, there are also other unsung heroes in the ALB saga. These are the dedicated individuals who work for 
our ODA and the USDA APHIS. These trained professionals strive to keep non-native pests and diseases of both plants and 
animals at bay. Their work is critical to our well-being, but they never brag about their successes. That's why yesterday's 
ceremony was so important; there were smiles all around. Of course, afterwards, they all went back to quietly doing their 
essential work; on behalf of all of us. We owe them our support and gratitude. 

Ohio Crews Called for Oregon Wildfire Assistance

COLUMBUS, OH – A 20-person Ohio wildfire crew from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources left Friday, July 20, to travel to Redmond, 
Oregon. They were then assigned to the Timber Crater 6 fire at Crater Lake National Park.
Additionally, an ODNR Division of Forestry wildfire crew consisting of three people left on July 20 to relieve a crew who had been working with the 
department’s off-road wildland fire engine to assist wildfire suppression efforts in Texas. An ODNR Division of Forestry wildfire crew consisting of two 
people and a bulldozer is also assisting in Texas. In addition, the 20-person Ohio wildfire crew who had been assigned to the Dollar Ridge Fire in 
northeastern Utah for the past two weeks returned home on Tuesday, July 24.
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Object 1 
Let's raise a glass of bourbon to growing and protecting white oaks

Kentucky’s federal senators and representatives will soon have the opportunity to vote on a Farm 
Bill. The Farm Bill expires every five years and includes such items as school nutrition and 
agriculture commodity programs – programs that usually garner most of the public’s attention. The 
Farm Bill also includes forestry programs that have the potential to benefit a product close to many 
Kentuckians’ livelihoods and important to many outside the state: bourbon. 

By federal law all bourbon must be aged in new, charred oak barrels. American white oak is the preferred and traditional 
material used for this process. The popularity of bourbon will soon outpace the growth of white oaks across Kentucky and 
the Midwest. Since it takes about 80 years to grow a white oak, we must begin working on this challenge now. We appeal 
not only to our home-state representatives but to all members of Congress to support the provisions listed here as they will 
help protect and nourish a resource needed to continue the great tradition of America’s native spirit. 
Object 2 Object 3 Object 4 The bourbon industry is not the only industry that relies on white oak trees. In addition, white oak goes into 
flooring, cabinets, furniture and more. White oak forests also provide an important wildlife habitat for wild 
turkey, deer, grouse and many other species.
Object 5Currently white oaks have several problems facing them. There are minimal amounts of new, young trees ready 
to replace the mature ones and many existing tree stands are struggling with insects and disease. In addition, 
many of the white oak tree stands have not been thinned to remove lower quality trees and allow sun-loving white
oaks to flourish.  These challenges can be addressed by providing both private and public forest owners with the 
information, incentives, and markets for restoration—issues this Farm Bill can address. 
Object 6 Object 7 Object 8 Object 9 Object 10 Object 11 Object 12 Object 13Mark Brown is president and CEO of Sazerac Company. Tom Martin is CEO of the  American Forest 
Foundation

ODNR Offers Special Deer Hunts on Nine State Nature Preserves
Posted on 7/31/2018 by in Natural Areas 
Permits to participate in controlled hunts will be awarded by lottery

In a continuing effort to control deer populations, specifically those affecting native plant communities, the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (ODNR) will coordinate special deer hunts at nine state nature preserves across the state. Ohio’s nature 
preserve system protects some of the state’s rarest and highest quality ecology. Deer continue to exert a negative impact on many 
sensitive habitats at several state nature preserves. The primary impact is from the browsing of native vegetation by deer. Additional 
impacts can be seen as the rapid spread of various non-native invasive plants displaces many native Ohio plant species.

Preserve managers will handle hunting applications at the local level. Hunters must attend individual meetings if they are 
interested in particular hunts. During those events, hunters can enter the drawing by purchasing a single ticket for $5. Other 
requirements include:

• Hunters must possess a valid 2018-2019 hunting license to purchase tickets.
• Names will be randomly drawn, and those selected will be assigned a specific time to hunt. An orientation will be conducted 

immediately following the drawing.
• Hunters will be permitted to hunt with a partner, however, the partner is not required to attend the drawing or orientation.
• Hunters interested in both the Lake Katharine gun and archery hunts will have to purchase separate lottery tickets for each event.

These hunts are “doe first” hunts, meaning a buck can be taken only after an antlerless deer is harvested. The harvesofdoes helps
manage the deer population. Other special regulations will be addressed at the orientation meetings following the drawings. Lake 
Katharine State Nature Preserve will again provide both archery and gun hunting opportunities. The Lake Katharine archery hunt will 
offer hunters two-week blocks of time to hunt. For the Lake Katharine gun hunt, hunters will be drawn for one of the two-day hunts, 
either Nov. 26-27 or Nov. 29–30, all during the regular statewide gun season. Because of the success of the 2017-18 season, an additional
muzzleloader hunt will be offered the first two days of muzzleloader season, Jan. 5-6, 2019.

Hunts at Blackhand Gorge, Davey Woods, Gallagher Fen, Goll Woods, Gott Fen, Lawrence Woods, McCracken Fen and Old 
Woman Creek state nature preserves will be archery-only hunts. Successful lottery winners of these hunts will be offered two-week 
blocks of time to hunt.

Hunters may apply for hunts at multiple sites, but they must attend the meeting for each hunt to enter the drawing. Do not mail 
entry forms.



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661
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Thursday Aug 9th

Planning meeting at Golden Coral 

N. Bridge St Chillicothe

All are welcome to attend and give your ideas for the programs we will be
presenting next year. 

We will meet at 11:00 (to eat...of course!)
If you do not wish to eat, we will conduct business about 12:00

Come help with the planning!


